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TO  THE 

TIVERTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1957. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Area:  114,139  Acres. 

Population,  estimated:  20,520  (Registrar  General’s 
mid-1957  estimate). 

Rateable  Value:  17 1,621  at  1st  April,  1957. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  5s.  7d. 

Social  Conditions.  Agriculture  being  the  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  conditions  are,  on  the  whole,  good. 

Slaughtering  Industries.  The  principal  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district  are  : 

Lloyd  Maunder  Ltd.,  Tiverton  Junction  ; 

West  of  England  Meat  Co.  Ltd.,  Cullompton. 

C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine)  Ltd.  discontinued  the  use  of 
their  premises  at  Tiverton  Junction  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year. 

Other  Main  Industries: 

Wiggins,  Teape  &  Co.  (1919)  Ltd.,  Devon  Valley  Paper 
Mills,  Hele,  Bradninch ; 

Reed  &  Smith,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Silverton  ; 

Culm  Leather  Dressing  Co.,  Cullompton ; 

Fox  Bros.,  Weavers,  Higher  Street,  Cullompton; 

Dreven  &  Brown,  Glove  Manufacturers,  Cullompton ; 
The  Tanneries,  Cullompton; 

Reed  &  Smith,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Cullompton  ; 

John  Heathcoat  &  Co.,  Net  Mending,  Cullompton; 

Fox  Bros.,  Weavers,  Uffculme ; 

Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd.,  Milk  Factory,  Hemyock ; 
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Dulverton  Saw  Mills,  Exbridge,  Morebath ; 

Bramber  Engineering  Works,  Willand; 

Duchess  of  Devonshire  Dairy  Co.  Ltd.,  Tiverton  Junction. 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  J 

r  Legitimate 

296 

148 

148  I 

r  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births  1 

L  Illegitimate 

8 

5 

3  1 

[  the  population — 14’4 

Still  I 

r  Legitimate 

3 

1 

f  Rate  per  1000  total 

Births  1 

[  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

-1 

[  births — 101 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

•  • 

«  • 

15'6  per  1000 

j 

"Crude  Death  Rate  per 

Deaths 

«  •  «  • 

209 

112 

972 

1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population — 

1 

101 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

•  • 

*  • 

.  9'1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  . .  M. — 6  ;  F. — 2 

Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  f  from  sepsis  ..  Nil 
of  pregnancy  and  child-birth  \  from  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  . .  Nil 

Excessive  Mortality  during  the  Year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1957  were  39.  This  com¬ 
pares  with  previous  years  as  follows  :  1949 — 40  ;  1950 — 43  ; 
1951—32;  1952—35;  1953—39;  1954—40;  1955—44; 


-40. 

Males. 

Females. 

Stomach 

2 

4 

Bronchus  and  Lung 

5 

— 

Breast 

— 

4 

Uterus 

— 

3 

Others 

7 

14 

14 

25  =  Total  of  39. 

I  publish  below  a  chart  showing  tiie  incidence  of  gastric 
cancer  in  the  various  villages  for  the  past  10  years  complete. 
My  reason  for  doing  so  is  to  bring  to  notice  the  very 
remarkable  incidence  of  this  condition  at  Cullompton.  It 
can  be  seen  that  in  this  township  gastric  cancer  is  three 
times  more  common  than  in  the  rest  of  the  district  or,  indeed, 
in  the  South  West  as  a  whole.  The  incidence  of  bowel 
cancer  is  also  appreciably  higher  in  Cullompton. 
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Reference  to  the  1951  census  rules  out  any  possible 
fallacy  related  to  age  distribution. 

The  high  incidence  of  gastric  cancer  in  Cullompton 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year.  Steps  have  been 
taken  to  collect  statistics  for  the  whole  of  Devon  (on  a 
parish  basis)  in  order  to  compare  the  figures  for  Cullompton 
with  other  rural  parishes  in  Devon.  It  is  hoped  that 
complete  figures  will  be  available  for  the  1958  Report. 


The  majority  of  cases  were  verified  by  X-rays  or 


laparotomy. 

Totals 

Popu- 

1948— 

lation 

Parish 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1957 

1614 

Bampton 

1 

1 

211 

Bickleigh 

1 

1 

1767 

Bradnmch 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

699 

Burlescombe 

1 

1 

2 

96 

Butterleigh 

1 

1 

143 

Cadbury 

— 

165 

Cadeleigh 

— 

165 

Clayhanger 

— 

461 

Clayhidon 

1 

1 

432 

C.  M orchard 

1 

1 

2 

3377 

Cullompton 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

4 

4 

29 

716 

Culmstock 

1 

1 

1281 

Halberton 

1 

1 

2 

1065 

Hemyock 

1 

1 

179 

Hockworthy 

— 

489 

H.  Rogus 

1 

1 

2 

149 

Huntsham 

— 

670 

Kentisbeare 

1 

1 

1 

3 

145 

Loxbeare 

1 

1 

364 

Morebath 

2 

2 

359 

Oakford 

— 

669 

S.  Peverell 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1274 

Silverton 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

260 

Stoodleigh 

— 

135 

Templeton 

1 

1 

701 

Thorverton 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1688 

Uffculme 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

302 

Uplowman 

' 

323 

Washfield 

808 

Willand 

1 

1 

11560 

Tiverton 

Borough 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

3 

1 

26 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 


1.  Nursing  in  the  Home — Home  Help  Service.  Cases  are 

dealt  with  by  direct  application  from  the  District 
Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  the  County  Office. 

2.  Number  of  Midwives.  The  District  Nurses,  of  whom 

there  are  16,  act  in  this  capacity. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Clinical  material  is  examined 

at  the  County  Laboratories  as  previously  and  also 
at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital. 

4.  Legislation  in  Force.  There  has  been  no  major  change 

during  the  year  with  regard  to  Legislation  in 
force  throughout  the  area. 

5.  Post  Hill  Hospital.  This  Hospital  now  has  30  medical 

and  convalescent  beds.  The  former  Diphtheria  block 
is  out  of  use  owing  to  lack  of  available  funds  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  staff. 

6.  General  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases.  These  are  admitted 

to  Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital.  The  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital  has  a  considerable  waiting  list  and 
consequently  accommodation  cannot  be  considered 
adequate.  Exeter  City  Hospital — formerly  entirely 
for  aged  sick — is  now  taking  a  proportion  of  surgical 
and  medical  cases  from  this  district, 

7.  Maternity  Cases.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the 

Tiverton  and  District  Hospital,  admission  being 
controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

8.  Aged  Sick.  The  Belmont  Hospital,  Tiverton,  with  100 

beds,  IS  the  chief  hospital  for  this  purpose,  but 
cases  are  frequently  sent  to  other  chronic  sick 
hospitals  in  the  county  owing  to  the  great  shortage 
of  beds  for  these  cases.  Considerable  hardship  has 
occurred  during  the  year  both  from  delay  in  ad¬ 
mission  and  also  due  to  the  fact  that  patients  are 
compelled  to  accept  vacancies  in  hospitals  remote 
from  their  relatives.  The  projected  appointment 
of  a  Geriatrician  for  the  Mid-Devon  district  should 
help  very  greatly  in  using  aged  sick  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  the  best  advantage. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 
the  year  1957,  giving  age  incidence. 


Age 

Periods 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough 

Measles 

C  o 

h.  s 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

Para 

Typhoid 

Dysen-  I 

tery  | 

(Sonn6)  1 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Acute 

Ence¬ 

phalitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  1 

-  - 

_ 

1  year 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  years 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4  years 

2 

— 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

10 

— 

10 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10—14 

— 

— 

— 

20 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  -  over 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

- - 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

— 

15 

69 

27 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1957. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30—35 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

■ 

— 

' 

Totals 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Ophthalmia 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

As  from  the  1st  April,  1958,  the  North  Devon  Water 
Board  will  assume  responsibility  for  supplying  all  the 
parishes  in  the  CounciTs  area. 

During  1957  regular  samples  were  taken  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Council’s  own  regional  undertaking  and  in 
all  cases  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Water  Sampling  (Private  Supplies  and  Wells). 


Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  department  during  1957 
are  given  below  ;  — 


Parish. 

Bickleigh 

Bradninch 

Burlescombe 

Cadbury 

Clayhidon 

Cruwys  Morchard 

Cullompton 

Hemyock 

Kentisbeare 

Oakford 

Uffculme 

Totals 


Total 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Taken 


12  3 

1—1 
—  22 

—  11 

2—2 
112 
1—1 
112 
1—1 
1—1 
J _ 2  _  3 

10  9  19 


These  samples  were  taken  from  farms  and  other 
dwellings  which  cannot  at  the  present  time  be  served  by 
the  public  mains  of  the  Council’s  own  regional  undertaking 
or  the  mains  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 
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It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year,  when  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board  take  over,  steps  will  be  taken  to  extend 
their  mains  to  serve  such  areas  as  the  parishes  of  Cadbury, 
Cadeleigh,  Cruwys  Morchard,  Templeton,  Clayhidon  and  a 
part  of  Bickleigh,  which  are  not  served  at  the  present. 

Water  supplies  to  farms  which  cannot  be  served  by 
public  mams  are  being  improved  by  means  of  Grant  Aid 
under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  scheme 
for  improving  farm  water  supplies.  During  the  year  1957 
fifteen  of  these  schemes  were  referred  to  this  Council  for 
approval  for  domestic  use  and,  where  necessary,  the  farms 
were  visited,  samples  taken  and  advice  given.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  water  supplies  were  suitable  for 
domestic  use  without  further  treatment. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

A  start  will  be  made  on  the  Willand  sewerage  scheme 
during  1958  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Uffculme  scheme  will 
also  be  commenced  during  the  year. 

A  small  scheme  to  alleviate  the  nuisance  at  the  rear  of 
the  School  Canteen,  Kentisbeare,  has  been  completed. 


Summary  of  Inspections  of  the  Area  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Premises  Inspected  or  Subject  of  Inspection  No.  of  Inspections 


Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) 

Milk  Samples  taken  from  Dairies  (other  than  Dair^^ 
Farms) 

Bakehouses 

Shops  and  r'ood  Premises 
Knacker’s  Yards 
Rodent  Control 

Building  Bye-laws  and  Town  &  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947 

Petroleum  Storage  Installations 

Caravan  Sites 

Hides  and  Skins  Stores 

Public  Houses 

Public  Conveniences 

Private  Water  Supplies 

Drainage  Works 


62 

Nil 

36 

287 

29 
85 

715 

159 

82 

30 
8 

47 

61 

319 


[Continued  overleaf 
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Premises  Inspected  or  Subject  of  Inspection  No.  of  Inspections 


Cattle  Markets 
Infectious  Diseases  . . 

Ice  Cream 
Refuse  Tips 

Refuse  Complaints  Investigated 
Slaughterhouses 
Sewage  Works 
Smoke  Abatement  . . 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  Investigated  . . 
Disinfections  (Infectious  Diseases  and  Verminous)  . . 
Schools  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Housing  Inspections  relating  to  Housing  Act,  1949, 
Improvement  Grants 

Housing  Inspections  relating  to  Rent  Act,  1957, 
Letting  of  Council  Houses  and  Slum  Clearance 


4 
27 

6 

68 

31 

393 

173 

2 

250 

25 

5 
41 

200 

191 


Caravan,  Moveable  Dwelling  and  Camping  Sites. 

(Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

Total  No.  of  Sites  licensed  at  end  of  1957  . .  30 

Each  site  is  also  approved  under  the  Town  &  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947. 


FACTORIES  ACTS. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Informal 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

15 

— 

2 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

17 

— 

1 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

41 

— 

3 

— 
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2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Want  of  cleanliness — 1.  Remedied — 1. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient — 2.  Remedied— 2. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective — Nil. 

Inadequate  ventilation — Nil. 

3.  Outworkers  (Section  110). 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  on  homework  by 
industrial  firms  during  the  six  months  preceding  August, 
1957,  was  27. 

4.  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (Section  34). 

Three  certificates  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  were  granted  during  the  year. 

5.  Register  of  Factories. 

At  the  end  of  1957  there  were  139  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Workplaces  in  the  district. 


TOWN  &  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947, 
BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  RELEVANT  SECTIONS  OF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Deposited  Approved  Rejected 

Plans  and  applications  in  respect 
of  Buildings  and  other  develop¬ 
ment  and  applications  under  the 

Control  of  Advert.  Regs.,  1948  ..  282  266  16 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938 — Sections  13  and  14. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955— Section  16. 

(a)  Ice-Cream  Premises — 

(i)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice-cream 
during  the  year 

(ii)  Total  number  of  premises  so  registered 
at  the  end  of  1957  .. 


73 


68  of  these  premises  store  and  sell  pre-packed  ice-cream 
and  the  remaining  five  premises  manufacture,  store  and  sell. 

(b)  Bakeries — No  new  bakeries  were  registered  during 
the  year.  Informal  action  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955,  secured  a  standard  of  cleanliness. 

(c;)  Fried  Fish  Premises — One  new  fish  frying  establish¬ 
ment  was  registered  during  the  year. 

(d)  Egg-Packing  Stations — No  action  has  been  necessary. 

(e)  Butchers’  Shops — No  action  was  needed. 

The  majority  of  food  premises  have  been  subjected  to 
inspection  under  the  1955  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

2.  Meat  Inspection. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 
or  in  part  during  1957. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(except 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows) 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

2043 

185 

1721 

54798 

89226 

Number  inspected  ... 

2043 

185 

1721 

54798 

89226 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  AND  C'YSTICERCI — 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 

4 

16 

63 

187 

147 

Carcases  of  whicii  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .. 

357 

67 

18 

2760 

7736 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  d'uberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

2T75 

44-86 

4-71 

6-53 

9-3 

'I'UBERCULOSIS  OnLY — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

5 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

25 

6 

„ 

4476 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

1-57 

5-95 

__ 

5-31 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

12 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

12 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during 
the  year  was  92  tons,  3  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  21  lbs. 

3.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933 — 1954. 

38  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted,  or 
renewed,  during  the  year. 

4.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  Food  Bye-Laws  and  Clean 
Food  Campaigns. 

Formal  action  has  been  necessary  in  two  cases  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

Numbers  of  food  premises — 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  13 

Butchers’  Shops  . .  . .  39 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  75 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  ..  7 

Premises  registered  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 
(Section  14),  and  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  (Section  16) — 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  13 

Butchers’  Shops  . .  . .  39 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  ..  7 

Egg-Packing  Premises  ..  6 

5.  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

14  Dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  were  registered  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

During  1957  37  Dealers’  Licenses  were  granted. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

G.  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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